What is filamentous algae?

Filamentous algae is a category of different algae species that form green, stringy or hair-like
colonies or “mats”. You may see them along the bottom of a lake or pond, but as these
colonies and mats grow they may trap gas bubbles and float to the surface. During clear
water periods in the spring, they can collect sunlight because the sun is penetrating deeper
into the water. Because we had clear water in May, but also several very hot days and some
rain, the filamentous algae likely had favorable conditions to grow rapidly and then float to
the surface in area lakes.

Filamentous algae is a recreational nuisance and may cause a bad odor when it begins to
decompose, but it is not a dangerous form of algae by itself. Herbicide use is not
recommended to treat it because on a small scale it just isn't effective. Any application of
herbicide to public water requires a DNR permit. Manually removing the algae from a lake
in front of your lakeside property, on a small-scale, is allowed by MN DNR without a
permit. However, both methods are likely to be temporary because the floating colonies can
easily shift with the winds and end up back nearyour property. To truly address filamentous
and otheralgae types, reducing nutrients (algae food such as phosphorus and nitrogen) from
reaching the lake is the best solution. Lake property owners should consider installing
vegetated buffers on their lakeshore, treating stormwater that originates from their property,
and working collaboratively with other lake residents to identify sources of nutrients and
developing a plan to reduce them.




